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The Prompter. 


Nums. XXXVI, 





To be Continued TurEspays and Fridays, 





If we mean to thrive, and to do Good, 
out the Prifoners. 


we foou'd break open the Jails, and let 


SHAKESPEAR’S Hen. 6th. 





FRIDAY, MARCH If. 1735. 


Anh 





em N a Nation, where Men make 
Ufe of Words, without Ideas, 
Things very oppofite in their 
Nature are miftaken for the fame. 
—Among which may be reckon’d 
the Terms, Parliament Man, and 
> Member of Parlianzerit. 





- Between Thefe, tho’ vulgarly confounded, there 
is this moft manifeft Difference. 


‘ THE Member of Parliament is a xatural Branch, 
of the Tree; which the Parliament Maz only flicks 
to, like Miffleto: The Firft contributes Strength ; 
The Laft afiords Shade only : The Firft but borrows 
Vigour, to pay it back in Fruit; The Laft drains the 
Sap, for Support of Foreigz Exuberance.. The Mem- 
BER devotes Pineeten, to the Service of his Country : 
The Man ccndemns his CouNTRY, to the Service 
of Himfelf: One refolves, as he thinks ; The other, 
as he rh or hopes. In fhort, the Memser of 
Parliament is a Part of the Body; The Parliament 


_ Man, a dead Weight on the Shoulders. : 


LET me congratulate my own good Fortune, that, 
having a Purpote to addrefs fome Thoughts, con- 
cerning INsoLvENcy, to fo auguit an Affembly, I 
fhou’d conceive that Intention, at a Time, when It 
is compos’d, wholly, of MEMBERS.—Had there hap- 
beard to be found a Mixture, on the other Side of the 

ivifion, I fhou’d have been at a Lofs to imprefs 
That Party with my Sentiments: The only promife- 
ing Way I cou’d then have hop’d Succefs from, muft 
have been, by recommending the Miferable to their 
Pity, from fome Siwzilitude, I might have prov’d, in 
their Circumftances: The one being, as evidently, 
an INSOLVENT, as the other; where it is, Equally, 
the Misfortune of Both, to be found incapable of dif- 
charging a Taff, that has been repos’d in them, by 
their Creditors. 


. Bur, to Memprrs, there can be no Neceffity of 
fhewing any Motives, but Publick ones, when we 
woud excite their Cormpaffiow, or lay Claim to their 
Decifions of Fudgment.—Men, of this glorious Caft 
of Mind, fuperior to all Prejudice, and examining 
Opinions, not by Cxftom, but Reafon, confider them- 
lelves, at one and the fame Time, as the Guardians of 
Property, and the Refuge of Diftrefs. —'They have 
hot Only Diicernment to fee Things, exactly, as they 
are: — They have, aife, the Courage, without Bias, 
to eftablifhthemy, as they fhowd be. 


B 


Can it be thought poffible, that, when fuch Men, 
as Thefe, «flume Pewer, they do it with any View, 
lefs noble, than to redrefs the Iloofe Growth of Op- 
pre‘fion? — Can the Unhappy fhed Tears, in vain, 
or the Cries of forgotten Sufferers afcend to Heaven, 
from a Hundred Prifoms, without ftopping, at thé 
Hearts of thefe Patriots; to whom That Heaven but 
delegates Authority, that they may give Exiffence to 
the Good, they wi/h for? 


- IT F there is any natutal Néceffity, by which This 
fometitmes, happens, It muft arife thro’ That perfonal 
Infenfibility, the Confequence of a Condition, exemp- 
ted from fuch Mifery: and, therefore, wanting Opex- 
tugs for Pity, becaufe not within Profpeét of feeling 
it. 


THE Blind can have no Notion of a Difference in 
Colours: The Gay, and Fortunate, in Life, conceive: 
as little Senfe of Calamity. "They hear, indeed, of 
the Miferable: and, when an Inftance, worthy their 
Compaffion, throws itfelf, by Accident, under their 
Eye, They {top, and look fad, a Moment,— wafte a’ 
With, or two, in its Behalf: ate touch’d, an Hour, 
with its Remeinbrance; then, figh, and forget it, 
for ever. 


Tuts Excufe, tho’ the true one, is hot a jf one, 
with Regard to thofe elevated Obfervets, who are’ 
purpofely raifed to the higheff Situations of their Coun- 
try, that they may look round, without [mpedimentr, 
and command the Low Lands, which lie uzder them: 
The Private Gentleman, who lends a Sigh to the Af- 
flidion, He wants Power to comfort, does his Duty, 
and is irreproachable: But the MEMBER of ParR- 
LIAMENT, Who limits his Humanity within fo nar- 
row a Bound, adopts the Cruelty, he bates; and 
makes Himfelf the Inflicéter of That Mifery, to which 
he might give Eafe, and does not. 


I woud, therefore, humbly hope, that, in an 
Ifland, the Laft Retreat of Liberty, and the boafted 
Throne of Good Nature, and Happinefs, It will not, 
always, remain a Cuftom, to punif/h Misfortune, more’ 
feverely, than FeELoNy: ‘The Laft of which we 
tran{port, into Climates, mote /ovely, than our own, 
and into Opportunities of arms Be ‘yy much more 
gainful, than Gwift ; while the Firft is condemn’d to 
Torture, and Infults, without End: And, asa Punifh- 
ment for having once been unable to_pay, lock’d up, 
from the PossiBrLiTy of becoming more able, bere- 
after. | i 
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fr is, methinks, an Argument Of rio Political 
Weight; that, in’ Matters of Debt, and Property, the 
Subject has a Private Right, independent on the 
Prince, or the Publick —-Wete'therea Silver Mrnz, 
in the Bottom of a Prifox, Whetice the Labour of tlie 
Infolvent might raifé a Fund, for Supply of Kis Cre- 


ditor, there wou’d bea Kind of natural Equity in his ' 


faement, till he had dug Himfelf out of his Obliga- 
tion: But, fince it istrue, evento a Proverb, that a 
Prifon pays wo Debts, It remains only to be confiderd, 
whether it becomes not the immediate Concern of 
the Government to interpofe, between the Malicious, 
and the Beleifs. — The Creditor, who imprifons his 
Debtor, chooles to pay Himfelf, z the Pleafure of 
his Revenge, what He might have Hopes to receive, 
in a more profitable, and generous Way, by encou- 
taging the Unhappy to a new, and more fortunate In- 
duftry; if He but left Him, to That End, in Poffef- 
fion of his Liberty. — But, if This Depravity, in a 
Creditor’s Choice, is immoral,’ and impolitick, as it 
certainly is, Can it be unjuft, to erect a Bar, that 
may reftrain the Blindnefs of Paffion, when it pufhes 
on an Angry Man, to act againft His owm Iaterett, 
and That of his Country ? 


IF aCriminal forfeits his Claim to the Protection 
of the Law, who has violated it, by committing a 
Murper, what better Pretence to its Indulgence has 
the unreflecting Barbarity of a Creditor, who mur- 
ders, temperately, ix cold Blood, by condemning his 
Debtor to-a flow-confuming Execution; from the 
Wants, and Infections, of a Priton; where the Con- 
tinuance of his Lire (to fay nothing of his Sufferings) 
is a Lottery, of a Hundred. againft One ? — You will 

, there is a Difference, betwixt a Murder, of This 

ind, and That, which is ca/l’d fo, by the Law: 
I confefs it ;—— for, it is a plaiz one: —'The Mur- 
der of the Debror is, infinitely, the BAsEsT ; — be- 

aufe, moft-cruel, inits Length, and its Tortures, and 
haft excufeable, by the Smallnefs of the Provoca- 


A Reformation of This Evil cannot, reafonably, 
be: expected, from the Repentance of Thofe, who, 
moft commonly, practife it; — fince, if any Thing 
ought to be offer’, in Alleviation of their Cruelty, Ic 
is, that many of them want Refleéfion to confider it, 
as a Cruelty: But, from the LEcisLaTuRE, the 
affembled Fatherhood of the whole People, It is an 
eafy, and a rational, Expectation. 


Every ordi iftrate has a legal Authority 
for preferving ori: where Men but threaten to 
affault Each other: — Is it, then, lefs neceflary to 
reftrain their Violences, when they wou’d facrifice one 

nother to Malice, in this bittereft, and moft bloody, 
of its Purpofes? — Shall we refufe our PRINcE the 
Power to deprive an Innocent Subject of his Liberty ? 
And fhall we leave to One Another the Privilege of 
imprifoning, without-End, or Mercy! 


Wuart Debt foever is unpaid, by a Subject, to his 
Fellow Subject, there is one, more important, due 
from Both, tothe common Intereft of their Country. 
What then muft Foreigners think, of the Political 
Skill, of That People, among whom the exafperated 
Tyranny of a difappointed Private Hope gives Licence, 


to any One’of the Ctrizens, to rob the Publick of 
Another’s 24rt; his Labour, or his Conrage ¢ 


WILL our Right Reverend Lords, the Bifhops, lee 


it pafs, without their fevereft Animadverfion, that 


Men, of this Unchriftian Stamp, prefume to mock 
Gop, daily, in our Churches; and (with infolenr 
Hypocrify) join Prayer for Pardon of their oc Sins, 
but on Condition of Their pardoning others ; in the 
Prefence of a hundred Witneffes, who know, thar 
there are Wretches expiring in Prifons, at their Suit, 
and by their Cruelty, but for a Want of AsiLiry, 
to fatisfy them, in fome petty Expectation ! 


I will not lofe' Time, to prompt the eafy, and un. 
thinking Trader, that he thou’d recollect the Likely~ 
hood (at leaft the Pofibility) of his own falling, by 
fome Turn of Chance, to want the Pity, which, tho’ 
He feels not, for his Debtor, He will wonder, in fuch 
d Situation, to find Orkhers incapable of fecling. | 
think it a nobler, and more ufeful, Solicitation, to 
addrefs myfelf to the Makers of our Laws: Their 
Hearts are warmer, and more open; and their Sta- 
tion is fo happily plac’d, as to leave it in their Choice, 
to ftretch out Bleflings, to the Ends of a Kingdom; 
and enjoy (the nobleft Way) that Comfort, which 
they have beffow’d, on others. 


Havinc prefum’d to Aint the Subject, I cannot 
forbear to add my WisHEs, that, whenever It thall 
be thought feafonable to exert this Pity of the Living 
Deap, It might be mt ead in Point of Time, 
and Univerfal, with Refpect to Obligation. — The 
Quality of a Debt is no way alter’d, by its Quantity ; 
and it may deferve to be pecutiarly confider'd, that 
He, who is moft deeply engag’d, is likely to be of 
beft Rank, and Diftindtion: fo, of Courfe, to be 
touch’d, moft painfully, under Senfé of his Calamity ; 
To which Private Remark, in his Favour, muft be 
added This, in Behalf of the Publick, —That the 
Liberty of fuch a Man may, reafonably, be fuppos’d 
of more good Confequence to his Country, than That 
of a Perfon, perhaps, equally honeft, but whofe Edu- 
cation has confin’d his Views to fhorter, and lefg 
ufeful Profpects: — If fo, then, why fhou’d not the 
Publick, which is to fuffer moft by his Reftrainr, 
think His Freedom of soft Coniequence ? 


I believe, were it poffible for the gayeft, and moft 


~ unthinking Mind, in any Affembly of our Law-makers, 


to fee, collected, before his Eyes, the dead Bodies 
but of oe Year’s Martyrdom, in our Prifons for 
Debt, throughout this Kingdom, The terrible Army 
wou'd awaken his Horror! — He wou’d, then, no 
longer, confider, as a diffant, and occafional, Care, 
the Relief of Infolvent Debtors: He woud rather 


nobly proclaim it his Duty, to prevent fuch Defola- } 


tion, for the future: And, fure! if the Romans 
Civic Crown was due, in Reward of His Virtue, 
who but fav’d the Life of a Sizgle Citizen, what im- 
mortal Extent of Applaufe wou’d 1 i ee the Me- 


mory of Thofe, to whom the Diftreffed, in Genera- | 


tions to come, fhou’d owe the Lives of fo many 
Thoufands, of their Fathers, Brothers, and Sons ; 
who, being preferv’d, by this Humanity, might, .4/ 
of them, encreafe the STRENGTH, and Some the 
Gory of their Country ! 
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